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PREFACE. 



Samir&nguuaautradluira is a work on architecture. It 
means, literally, an architect of human dwellings and deals with 
the planning of towns and villages, building of houses, halls 
and palaces ax well as machines of various kinds. 

The edition is LomM on the following three manuscripts! - 

(1) Tire man jscript marked belonging to the 
Central Library, Ham«Li, which runs up to a 
certain j>orxion in the S2nd ndhynyn but is 
wanting in 19 folio-, and which was copied, as 
mentioned in the c«lo|4ion, in omnvai 159*. 

Id. The manuscript tuirkcdfT belonging to the same 
library, which runs up l» a |M>nion in the 55th 
ttdhyaju. 

(3) The manuscript marked *1, obtained on luatt 
from the Uhamlnr at I’t^tan, which runs up to 
u portionol the 4'Jth odbyaya but is wanting in 
10 folio* and which appears to he of the same 
age as the first. 

These manuscripts arc lull of errors and not very lcgihlo. 
To examine them for the press was a very difficult task. The 
first 54 adhyayas arc now ixxucd as the first volume while the 
remaining adhyayas are in the proas and will be published 
before long ns the second volume. 

An exhaustive table of contents is prefixed to this volume 
a pcru-al of which will give an idea of all the subjects irabeddod 
in it. 

The work treats of the construction of cities, palaccBand 
nmcBicns with greater dearness of expression and wealth of 
details than any other available work of Silpn Snstnr. The 31st 
chapter contains descriptions "f various kinds of machines that 
are not found in other Silpa works, such \* the elephant machine 
(intwt), wooden bird-machine travelling in the sky • 
wooden viinan i machine flying in the air (*iwiU*ilfiJ4l$- 
door-keeper machine soldier machine 

(^iw^) etc. 




c«fr a™ i 

vfivw: •' 

atw f«wro$at ^ <rafot w i 
after wr n*Hfi «t awl niitsfo *r n 
ea^&jffetnfci ^ «w: i ” 

“«3Wft otifa# ccgfcTO Not *« i 

id mmaiffa *irwi*rw»i'TSw wifs«jw* II 

fl^r^T: ajwww a»5-5iai«irf!Haaift«a i 

fljrwwi: qrwwtw trvwi fwe arfa «h ii 

ViM 5W^VflM naweirj cufqaiaa i 

wi^h> ftfon wiirs^ww mcw^. rv$*<n*.” u 

Generally, the luitftMgv -»f the extant Si! ['a works in 
un^nmnnat ii~.il, hut the p roam it work i* free fn»in gramniJtical 
eoleciiuiu* an<l written mostly in » sweet and beautiful style. 
The work will prove to he of immense Ik- null t to student* of 
Indian architecture *s well as to tho*** who wish to follow it 
ia practice. 

The author of the wurk, as mentioned in it, is Mnharaja- 
dhirnja Sri Bhojadeva who is probably the *1011? Hlioja of 
Dhara who ruled over Main in the first jwirt of the 11 th 
century A. I), and to whom many im|M>rtant works are *>«:ribc«l 
such as, Sring.Vraprakdsa (Alankars) and Sura*w%»tlkunthd- 
bbarnna (Vyakarana). 



T. Ganapatl Saatri. 
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